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MBAA National Convention 2011
My Experience in the Land of 10,000 Lakes

The MBAA National Convention was an open forum, educational opportunity for brewer’s and vendors alike.  Two days of trebly concurrent seminars, vendor booths and educational posters provided ample time to not only socialize, but to get to know about other’s experiences, concerns, triumphs and “opportunities”.  The national executive board, as well as Scientific Societies, put on a tremendous show and are to be commended.  I feel they truly accomplished their mission to:
“Provide technical and practical knowledge that assists the brewing industry to continuously improve product, procedures, and processes from raw materials through consumption by:

Providing professional development, education and support
Identifying and communicating technical information and innovation
Providing awareness of emerging issues”
I was pleased to note that our District, Rocky Mountain, was well represented.  In fact, two of our members were cited for exemplary oral presentations, with Chad Yakobson winning the best oral presentation on brettanomyces yeast fermentation and Peter Bouckaert getting one of two honorable mentions for his case study on reducing fermentation cycle variation.
Incidentally, our MBAA-RMD District is one of the two largest in the Association with around 8% of the total international membership.  We are rivaled only by District Northwest, which is comprised of mostly smaller, craft brewers as the major and/or mid-major breweries have disappeared from the region.  This makes us rather unique in the fact that we enjoy the diversity of having two major brewers and an exceedingly strong craft brewer base.
In addition to the variety of oral presentations, there were vendor booths and poster presentations.  It was enlightening to talk to vendors whose products we use and may not have known much about.  I also found the posters on the history of barley production in the U.S. (P-50/P. Schwarz), reducing CO2 usage through the use of acid and detergent cleaning of bright tanks (P-60/D. Johnson) and unique storm water management (P-61/J. Van Voorhis) to be particularly interesting.
In summary, I’d like to thank the District for allowing me the opportunity to attend the Conference through their scholarship program (ref. Rocky Mountain District Scholarship Application).  I learned a lot about the Association, brewing in general and concerns/challenges that face the brewing industry as a whole.  The conference was both thought provoking and entertaining.  I definitely plan on attending next year’s World Brewing Congress, slated for Portland, Oregon, July 28th – August 1st (ref. World Brewing Congress).  See you there!
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